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Announcement for 2025 Academic Year’s ‘Tohoku Agricultural Seminars’

The 2025 "Tohoku Agricultural Seminars" (selection, 1 credit) will be held as on-site training for 2
days and 1 night as described below. The training theme is “Forest, Sea, and People - Co-creating a
Sustainable Future through Local Resource”.

We will visit Kirikirikoku (https://kirikirikoku.org/), a nonprofit organization in Otsuchi Town, Iwate
Prefecture, known for its forest restoration and disaster education activities that emphasize the
connection between forest and sea. Through this visit, we will explore sustainable community building
and solutions to local challenges by utilizing regional resources.

1. Date: October 17 (Fri) — 18 (Sat), 2025
2. Venue: Otsuchi Town, Iwate Prefecture (NPO Kirikirikoku, Ando community center)

3. Eligibility: Students who have participated in the “Science Communication Camp”.
(Including prospective participants of the “2025 Science Communication Camp”)

4. Schedule:
October 17 (Fri), 2025
8:30 Meeting Place: Morioka Station Square (depart by bus)

10:30-12:00 Arrive at Ando community center, Lecture by NPO Kirikirikoku and Otsuchi Town
12:00-13:00 Move to NPO Kirikirikoku, Lunch (bring your own)

13:00-15:00 Field tour (Forest management site visit and firewood chopping experience, etc.)
15:00-17:00 Group work (Discussion)

17:00-19:00 Move to the guest house and check-in (bath, etc.)

19:00- Dinner, exchange program, networking

Overnight stay at the local guesthouse “Minshuku Rokudaiku”

October 18 (Sat), 2025

7:00 Breakfast at the guest house “Minshuku Rokudaiku”
8:20 Depart from the guest house to the Ando community center
8:30 Group work (Preparation for presentation)
11:00 - 12:00 Students Group Presentation
12:00 Depart from Ando community center, lunch at roadside station “Oista”.

15:00 (approx.)  Dissolution at Morioka Station
*Schedules are subject to change.



5. Participation fee: 8,000 yen (cost for the guest house (including two meals; dinner & breakfast) and
drink during the exchange program).

Additionally, students are asked to bring their own lunch on the first day and will be required to purchase
lunch on the second day.

* Participation fee is subject to change.

* Cancellations made at the last minute (e.g., the day before) may still incur charges even if you do not
attend.

6. No. of participants: About 15 students.
* The total number of students may be adjusted if significantly exceeded.

7. Participation Procedure:

Please answer the registration form below.
Registration Form: https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/BWJLT4hVeu
Application deadline: August 18, 2025 (Mon) by 17:00.

8. Travel Expenses  Only for students who belong to Hirosaki, Yamagata, and Fukushima
University

Students assigned to Hirosaki University, Yamagata University, and Fukushima University will be
provided with transportation expenses (land route calculation) and accommodation expenses for the
previous night (i.e. October 16, 7,800 yen for one night) after the implementation.

(1) Transportation costs (land route calculation) are based on the shortest distances (including
calculating the cheaper itinerary) by comparing "from home to meeting place" and "from
assigned university address to meeting place”. The calculated amount will be subsidized to the
students._If you use your private vehicle, travel expenses, including accommodation fee, will

not be paid.
(2) Please make your own arrangements for tickets and accommodation for the night before

(Thursday, October 16, 2025). Please note that participants are required to submit a receipt or an
accommodation certificate showing the name of the accommodation/hotel facility (with the
accommodation facility seal) and the name of the person staying at the facility.

We will not pay any transportation and accommodation fees for the night of October 16 to

the students affiliated with Iwate University.

9. Notes

There is no subsidy for the participation fee (8,000 yen).

Please note that changes such as attendance after submitting the course registration are not permitted
unless it is unavoidable.

Since you will be staying at a local guesthouse, lodging will be in shared rooms with other students
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(Men and women in separate rooms). The bathrooms will be shared by other men and/or women (no
individual shower available). However, once you confirm with others, you can proceed alone when the

bath is available.
If there is any restriction with food such as some allergies or religion concerns, please write them in

the application form.

Application / Inquiries: Iwate UGAS Office.
Tel: 019-621-6249 Email: rendai2@iwate-u.ac.jp



