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Presidential Oration at the 30th Anniversary Symposium of the United Graduate School of
Agricultural Sciences, Iwate University

Today we are joined by participants with close ties to Iwate University to celebrate the 30th
anniversary of the United Graduate School of Agricultural Sciences (UGAS) and to host a
special symposium.

Founded in 1990, the UGAS marked its 30th anniversary last year, and we had planned to
host a commemorative event. However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we postponed the
event to prevent the spread of the virus. Now, we are pleased to announce that we have
decided to hold a commemorative symposium, albeit a small one.

The United Graduate School of Agricultural Sciences was first established at the Tokyo
University of Agriculture and Technology (TUAT) and Ehime University in 1985. The
concept behind this initiative had been discussed for many years by experts involved in
agriculture, forestry, and fisheries departments across the country, and was followed by
Kagoshima University in 1988, Tottori University in 1989, lwate University in 1990, and
Gifu University in 1991 to complete the original plan to create six districts nationwide.

At lwate University, the UGAS was initially established with the faculties of agriculture of
Hirosaki University, lwate University, and Yamagata University as its constituent universities,
and was expanded in 1994 with the participation of the Obihiro University of Agriculture and
Veterinary Medicine. After that, with the reorganization in 2008, the UGAS was restarted
with Hirosaki University, lwate University, and Yamagata University, and marked its 30th
anniversary in 2020.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to all those who have
contributed to the success of the UGAS through close partnerships and cooperation between
universities and faculty members as well as various other contributions to this program over
the past 30 years.

The UGAS initially started out with 12 students and 115 faculty members. Today, it has grown
into a solid graduate school with 93 students and 208 faculty members. We have 39
international students from around the world and 25 students from professional backgrounds.
As of September 2021, 809 students graduated with doctoral degrees after completing a
course of study and 187 students graduated with doctoral degrees after completing
dissertations without taking a course of study. Of the former 809 doctoral students, 331 were
international students, accounting for 40% of the total number. UGAS graduates are active
not only in their local communities but also around the world.

National universities are presently at a turning point. The fourth mid-term target period will



begin next April, and Iwate University has formulated the “lwate University Vision 2030 to
show the direction we should be taking over the next 10 years until 2030.

With “Thinking Together and Creating Together” as our code of conduct, we will continue to
strive for our educational goal of creating a “multicultural society” in this age of globalization,
and to develop strong, flexible human resources who can cope with the unpredictable
challenges of these uncertain times. In the doctoral education program, the three graduate
schools of Iwate University’s doctoral program are strengthening their collaboration with the
goal of fostering human resources who can contribute to the realization of Society 5.0 and
the achievement of the SDGs with advanced technologies and by playing active roles in the
world in various fields.

The United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are closely related to our
education and research. The Iwate University UGAS has been and will continue to be
committed to fostering researchers and advanced professionals with flexible problem-solving
abilities so that they can contribute to the achievement of the SDGs.

I would like to close my speech by thanking all of you for joining us today and for your
continued support.

October 22, 2021
Satoshi Ogawa
President of lwate University



